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Micrometer mea- Difference in 
1786, fure of Z. D. min. & feco. 

On Meridian. r. d. 

March 19th. £Gem. 7 16 37* 14 36 



30 »4 



New Planet 7 22 47* 24 8 J 



a ill. I Gem, 7 8 46 

New Planet 7 14 53 



23d. J Gem. 7 o 544 

New Planet 7 7 ii 



24th. I Gem. 6* 56 59 

New Planet 736 

25th. I Gem. 6 53 3 

New Planet 6 59 16 

27th. £ Gem. 6 45 11 8 13$ 

New Planet 6 51 18 17 31 
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8 141 

'7 34 



30 18 



30 *S 



Diff. 9 19* = 30 18 



Diff. 9 17+ — 30 10 

April 2d. 2" Gem. 6 21 36 

New Planet 6 27 53 

N. B. In thefe obfervations the declination of the New Planet was con* 
ftantly greater than that of JGeminorum, but lefs than ft. 



N° XXXV. 

A Letter from Mr. Otto, to Dr. Franklin, with a 
Memoir on the Difcovery of America. 

New-York, ift April, 1786. 
SIR, 

Read Apr. A LMOST all the authors who have written 
7, 1786. jL.% U p 0n t h e difcovery of America, make men- 



A 1 . 

tion of fome information which Chriftopher Columbus 
procured at Madeira, upon the exiftence of a weftern con- 
tinent; but they do not tell us, pofitively, how far this in- 

L 1 2 formation 
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formation afiifted him, or from what fource he derived it.. 
I have always been curious to clear up this interefting 
part of hiftory; and in running over many ancient hiftori- 
ans, as well German as Spanifh, I have found fome cir- 
cumftances, which have appeared to me to eftablifh, in the 
cleared manner, a difcovery anterior to that of Columbus. 
I have the honor to fend you the refult of my enquiries ; 
and if you think this piece worthy of being fubmitted to 
the confideration of the Philofophical Society, I beg you 
to prefent it to them as a mark of my homage, and of the 
delire which I have of being of fome fervice. 

I have the honor to be, with refpe&ful attachment. 

Your excellency's very humble and 

Moft obedient fervant, 

OTTO. 

His excellency Dr. Franklin. 



A New- York, le I Avril, 1786. 
MONSIEUR, 

PRESQUE tous les auteurs qui ont ecrit fur la decouverte de l'Amerique, font mention de 
quelques renfeignemens que Chriftophe Colomb s'eft procures dans rifle de Madere fur 
l'exiftence d'un continent occidental, mais ils ne nous difent pas pofitivement jufqu' a quel point 
ces relations ont pu lui etre utiles, ou quelle en a etc la fource. J'ai toujours ete curieux de 
debrouiller cette partie intereflante de l'hiftoire ; et en parcourant plufieurs anciens hiftoriens, 
taut Allemans qu'Efpagnols, j'ai trouve quelques details qui m'ont paru etablir d'une maniere 
indubitable une decouverte anterieure a celle de Colomb. J'ai l'honneur de vous en adreffer 
le refume, et fi vous croyes que cette piece foit digne d'etre mife fous les yeux de la fociete 
philofophique, je vous fupplie de la lui prefenter comme une marque de mon hommage et du 
dcfir que j'ai de lui etre de quelque utilite. 

J'ai l'honneur d'etre avec un refpedtueux attachement, 

Monsieur, 

De votre Excellence, 

Le tres humble et ties obeiffant ferviteur, 

OTTO. 
S. E. M. FRANKLIN. 
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Memoir upon the Difcovery of America. 

IT has always been looked on as a piece of injuftice, 
not to have given the name of Columbus to that valu- 
able part of the world which he difcovered; and that 
Americanus Vefpucius, who did nothing but follow his 
footfteps, has had the good fortune of having his name 
handed down to the moft diftant pofterity, to the preju- 
dice of his predeceflbr. What then will be faid, if it mall 
be proved, that neither of thofe celebrated navigators 
•were the firft difcoverers of this immenfe country, and 
that this honor belongs to a man fcarcely known in the 
republic of letters. This, however, is what I fhall at- 
tempt in the following paper ; and if the obfcurity of co- 
temporary writers and the diflance of time, do not afford 
arguments fufficient for an abfolute demonftration, there 
will however be enough to call in queftion the pretenfions 
of Chriftopher Columbus. 

I fhall not here enter into an examination of the reve- 
ries of fome hiftorians, on the voyages of the Carthagini- 
ans, the Atlantis of Plato, the bold expedition of Madoc 
prince of Wales and fon of Owen Guinnedd, of which 
Hackluyt has preferved fome account, nor on the voyages 
of Bacchus, or the land Ophir of Solomon. Conjectures 
of this kind, whether true or falfe, cannot leffen the glory 
of Columbus, were there not proof that he received, jufl 

before 

MEMOIRE SUR LA DECOUVERTE DE L'AMERIQUE. Mars 1786. 
f\tH a regarde jufqu'ici comme une injuftice qu'on n'ait point donni le nom de Chriftophe 



^, Colorob a la belle partie du monde qu'il a decouverte, et qu'Americ Vefpuce, qui u'a 
fait que marcher fur fes traces, ait eu le bonheur de faire patter fon fouvenir a la pofterite la 
plus eloignee au prejudice de fon predecefleur. Que diroit 'on s'il £toit prouve qu'aucun de 
ces grands navigateurs n'a le mente de la premiere decouverte de ce pays immenfe, et que 
l'honneur en eft du a un homme prefqu'inconnu dans la republique des lettres ? C'eft ce que je 
me propofe de faire dans ce memoire, et fi 1'obfcurite des ecrivains contemporains et l'eloigne- 
ment des epoques ne me permettent pas de pouflermes argumens jufqua l'evidence, iisfuffiront 
au moins pour etablir des doutes fondes fur la pretendue decouverte de Chriftophe Colomb. 

Nous n'examinerons point ici les reves de quelques hiftoriens fur la navigation des Cartha- 
ginois fur l'Atlantide de Platon, fur les expeditions hardies de Madox, prince de Gailes, et 
fils d'O wen Guynet, dont Hakluit nous a conferve les details, ni fur les voyages de Bachus ni 
fur f Ophir de Salomon ; ccs conjectures vraies ou fauffes ne fauroient diminnuer la glorie de 

Chriilophe 
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before his expedition, the charts and journal of a learned 
aftronomer who had been in America. 

Garcilaflb de la Vega, born at Cufco in Peru, has given 
us an hiftory of his country, in which, to take from Co- 
lumbus the merit of the difcovery of America, and to 
give the honor of it to the Spaniards, he allures us, that 
this navigator had been informed of the exiftence of an- 
other continent by Alonzo Sanchez de Huelva, who in his 
voyage to the Canaries had been driven by a gale of wind 
to the Antilles; but that his chief information was procur- 
ed from a celebrated geographer of the name of Martin 
Behenira. Garcilaflb fays nothing more of this Behenira; 
and fince we know of no Spanifh geographer of this name, 
Garcilaflb has been fufpe&ed of making a facrifice of truth 
to the defire of wrefting from a Genoefe the glory of dis- 
covering the new world. 

On looking over, with attention, a lift of all the learn- 
ed men of the fifteenth century, I find the name of Martin 
Behem, a famous geographer and navigator. The chrifti- 
an name is the fame with that mentioned by Garcilaflb, 
and I find that the fyllables ira, added to his name, are 
owing to a particular circumftance; namely, the honor 
conferred on him by John II. king of Portugal. It is then 
poflible, that this Martin Behem is the fame perfon as 
Martin Behenira mentioned by Garcilaflb; but this vague 
conjecture will receive the ftamp of truth by the follow- 
ing detail. The 

Chriftophe Colomb, s'il n'etoit prouve, que, peu de terns avant fon expedition, un aftronome 
l'avant avoit ete en Amerique, et lui avoit communique fes cartes etfes journaux. 

Garcilaffo de la Vega, ne a Cufco en Perou, nous a donne une hiftoire de fapatrie dans la- 
quelle, pour oter a Colomb le merite de la decouverte de l'Amerique, et pour en faire honnenr 
aux Efpagnols, il allure que ce navioateur avoit ete inftruit de 1'exiftence d'un autre continent 
par Alonzo Sanchez de Huelva, qui faifant route pour les Canaries avoit etc pouffe aux An- 
tilles par.un coup de vent; maisyw'// avoit far tout tin grand parti des informations d'un celebre geo- 
graphe nommt Martin Behenira. Garcilaffo nc nous dit rien de plus fur ce Behenira, et comme on 
ne connoit point de gecgraphe Efpagnol de ce nom, on a foupconne de la Vega davoir facri- 
fie la vuite au defir de ne pas laiffer a un Gcnois la gloire d'avoir decouvert le nouveau monde. 

En pavcourant avec attention la lifte de tous les favans du XV fiecle, je trouve le nom de 
Martin Behem, grand geographe et navigi'teur, je trouve que le nom de bate'me eft conforme a 
celui qui eft cite par Garcilaffo, que les iyllabes ira ajoutees a fon nom doivent ^tre dues a une 
circonftance particuliere, et cette circonftance je la trouve dans la confiance dont il a ete hon- 
nore par Jean II roi de Portugal. II eft done poflible que ce Martin Bcbemioit le mtae hom- 
me que ce Martin Bcbinera mentionne par Garcilaffo ; mais cette-conjefture vague aura tous 
les caraileres de 1'evidence par les details fuivans. 

L'hiftoire 
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The literary hiflory of Germany gives an account of 
a Martin Behem, Beheim, or Benin, who was born at Nur- 
enburgh, an imperial city of the circle of Franconia, of a 
noble family, fome branches of which are yet extant. 
He was much addicted to the ftudy of geography, aftro- 
nomy and navigation, from his infancy. At a more ma- 
ture age he often thought on the poffibility of the exi- 
ftance of the Antipodes and of a weftern continent. Fil- 
led with this great idea, he paid a vifit in 145910 Ifabella 
daughter of John the I. king of Portugal and regent of 
the duchy of Burgundy and Flanders. Having informed 
her of his defigns, he procured a veffel, in which he made 
the difcovery of the ifland of Fayal in 1460. He there 
eftablifhed a colony of Flemings, whofe defendants yet 
exift in the Azores; which were, for fome time called the 
Flemifh iflands. This circumftance is proved, not only 
by the writings of cotemporary authors, but alfo by the 
manufcripts preferved in the records of Nurenburg, from 
which the following is copied. " Martin Behem tender- 
" ed his fervices to the daughter of John king of Lufita- 
" nia, who reigned after the death of Philip of Burgun- 
" dy firnamed the Good, and from her procured a ihip, 
" by means of which, having failed beyond all the then 
" known limits of the weftern ocean, he was the firft who, 
" in the memory of man, difcovered the ifland of Fayal, 

" abound- 

L'hiftoire litteraire de 1' Allemagne nous apprend que Martin Behem, Beheim ou Beb'm eft lie 
a Nurenberg, ville imperfale du cercle de Franconie, d'une famille noble dont quelques branches 
exiftent encore aujourdhui. Des fa plus tendre jeunefie il fe livra a I'etude de la geographie, 
de l'aftronomie et de la navigation. Parvenu a un age mur il reflechit beaucoup fur la pof- 
fibilite de l'exiftence des Antipodes et d'un continent occidental. Rempli de cette grande idee, 
i'l futtrouver en 14J9 Ifabelle fille de Jean I. roi de Portugal et regente du duche de Bour- 
gogne et de Flandre. Apres lui avoir fait part de fes projets, il en obtint un vaiffcau avec lequel 
il fit, en 1460, ladecouverte de l'ifle de Fayal. II y etablit une colonie Flamande, dont les de- 
fcendans exiftent encore aujourdhui aux Acores, qu'on a appellees pendant quelque terns lcs iiles 
Flamandcs. Cette circonftance eft prouvee, non feulement par les auteurs contemporains, mais 
par des manufcrits conferves dans les archives de Nurenberg, dont voici la copie : " Martinus 
" Behemus, Joannis Lufitaniae regis filia;, tpjae poft obitum Philippi Burgundi cognomento 
" boni, rerum dominabatur, operam fuam addixit, et ab ea navim impetravit, qua occidentalis 
" oceani haiftenus cognitos terminos et fines praetervectus primus poft hominum memoriam 
" Fayatem infulam, Fago arbore, quam LuCtani Faye vocant, ac unde appellatio ei haefit abun- 

" dantem 
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" abounding with beachtrees, which the people of Lufita- 
" nia call Faye; whence it derived its name. After this 
" he difcovered the neighbouring iflands, called by one 
" general name the Azores, from the multitude of hawks 
" which build their nefts there (for the Lufitanians ufe 
" this term for hawks, and the French too ufe the word 
" EJJbs or Efores in their purfuit of this game) and left 
" colonies of the Flemifh on them; when they began to 
" be called Flemifh iflands, &c." Although this record is 
contrary to the generally received opinion, that the Azores 
were difcovered by Gonfalva Velho, a Portuguefe, yet its 
authenticity cannot be doubted; it is confirmed by feveral 
cotemporary writers, and efpecially by Wagenceil, one of 
the moft learned men of the laft century ; who after hav- 
ing travelled into Africa, and throughout all Europe, was 
made doctor of laws at Orleans and chofen fellow of the 
academy of Turin and Padua, although he was a Ger- 
man by birth. The particulars are to be found in his 
universal hiftory and geography. I have moreover re- 
ceived, from the records of Nurenberg, a note written in 
German on parchment, which contains the following facts. 
" Martin Behem, efquire, fon of Mr. Martin Behem of 
" Schroperin, lived in the reign of John II. king of Portu- 
*' gal, in an ifland which he difcovered, and called the ifland 
*' of Fayal, one of the Azores, lying in the weftern ocean." 
After having obtained from the regent Ifabella a grant 
of Fayal, and refided there about twenty years, during 

which 

" dantem reperit, nee minus poftea finitimas infulas, uno nomine ab accipitrum ibi nidifican- 
" tium multitudine Azores didas (Lufitani enim hoc vocabulo accifitret efferunt, et Galli quo- 
*' que in aucupiis verbum EJfoj et Efforts adhibent) detexit, ac fiandrorum colonias in iis re- 
*' bquit, unde et infills ilia: Flandrias vocari cacperunt, &c." Quoique ce monument foit con- 
traire a l'opinion generalement recue que les A9ores ont ete decouvertes par un Portugais 
nomme Gonzalve Velho, on ne fauroit douter de fon authenticity j il fe trouve confirme par 
plufieurs auteurs contemporains, et furtout par Wagenfeil, un des plus grands favans du dernier 
fiecle, qui apres avoir voyage par l'Afrique et par toute PEurope, a ete fait do&eur en droit a 
Orleans, et academicien a Turin et a Padoue quoiqu'il fut ne Allemand. On en trouve des 
details dans fon hiftoire univerfelle et dam fa geographic On m'a d'ailleurs communique dans 
les archives de Nurenberg une note en Allemand ecrite fur parchemin, contenant les faits 
fuivans : " M. Martin Beham, ecuyer, fils de M. Martin Beham deScopperin, a vecufous le 
" regne de Jean II. roi de Portugal, dans une ifle qu'il a trouvee lui meme, et qu'il a appellee 
" ifle de Fayal j elle eft iituee aux Acores dans l'ocean occidental." 
Apres avoir obtenu de la regeute Ifabelle la propriete de Fayal, et apres y avoir employe en- 
viron 
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which time he was bulled in making frefh difcoveries in 
geography, by (mall excursions, which need not be men- 
tioned, Behem applied in 1484 (which was eight years 
before Columbus's expedition) to John II. king of Portu- 
gal, to procure the means of undertaking a great expedi- 
tion towards the foulh-weft. This prince gave him fome 
ihips, with which he difcovered that part of America, 
which is now called Brazil ; and he even failed to the 
ftreights or" Magellan, or to the country of fome favage 
tribes, whom he called Patagonians, from the extremities 
of their bodies being covered with a fkin more like a bear's 
paws than human hands and feet. This fact is proved by 
authentic records, preferved in the archives of Nurenberg. 
One of which in particular deferves attention " Martin 
" Behem, traverfing the Atlantic ocean for feveral years, 
" examined the American iflands, and difcovered the 
" ftrait which bears the name of Magellan, before either 
" Chriftopher Columbus or Magellan failed thofe feas; 
** and even mathematically delineated on a geographical 
** chart for the king of Lufitania, the fituation of the 
" coaft, around every part of that famous and renowned 
«' ftrait." This aflertion is fupported by Behem's own 
letters, written in German and preferved in the archives 
of Nurenberg, in a book which contains the birth and il- 
luftrious a&ions of the nobility of that city. Thefe let- 

M m ters 

viron 20 annees a faire des recherches ulterieures fur la geographic, dans de petitos excurfions 
que ne meritent par d'etre rappOrtees ici ; Behem s'adrefi'a en 1484, c*eft a dire huit annees 
avant ^'expedition de Chriftophe Colomb, a Jean II. roi de Portugal, pour obtenir de lui les 
moyens d'entreprendrc une grande expedition vers le fud-oueft. Ce prince lui confia quelques 
vameaux avec lefquels il decouvrit la partie de l'Amerique connuc fous le nam de Brefil, et 
il etendit meme fa navigation jufqu'au detroit de Magellan, ou a la terre de quelques hordes 
fauvages qu'il appella Patagons, puifque les extremitcs de leurs corps couvertes de peaux refffein- 
bloient plut&t i des pattes d'ours qu'a des pieds ct a des main3. Ce fait oft prouve par des do- 
cumens anthentiques depofes dans les archives de Nurenberg. II y en a un furtout qui merite 
Dotre attention : " Martinus Behemus per oceanum Atlantictim hue illuc annos plufculos 
" oberrans, ante Chriftcphorum Columbum America; infulas, ante Fcrnandum Mageihnura, 
" fretum quod ab eo cognomentum habet perveftigavit, unde et in tatula gsografhica Itmmpriut 
" quam Magellaiies de expeditione fua cogitauet, omnem circa iufigne clarimmumque Iretum 
" illud or* habitudinem Lufitania; regi radio delineavit." Cettc aflertion fe trouve appuyee 
par des lettres de Behem ecrites en Allemand, ct confervees dans les archives de Nurenberg, 
dans uu volume contenant l'origine et les adions eclatantes desp atriciens de cettc vilic. Ces 

lettres 
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ters are dated in i486; that is, fix years before the expe- 
dition of Columbus. This wonderful difcovery has not 
efcaped the notice of cotemporary writers. The follow- 
ing pafiage is extracted from the chronicle of Hartman 
Schedl: "In the year 1485, John the fecond, king of 
" Portugal, a man of a magnanimous fpirit, furniflied 
" fome gallies with provifions, and fent them to the fouth- 
" ward beyond the (traits of Gibraltar. He gave the com- 
" mand of this fquadron to James Canus, a Portuguefe, 
" and Martin Behem a German of Nurenberg in Upper 
'* Germany, defcended of the family of Bonna, a man 
" very well acquainted with the fituation of the globe, 
" bleffed with a conftitution able to bear the fatigues of 
" the fea, and who by actual experiments and long fail- 
" ing, had made himfelf perfectly mafter with regard to 
*' the longitudes and latitudes of Ptolemy, in the weft. 
*' Thefe two, by the bounty of Heaven, coafting along the 
" fouthern ocean, and having crofTed the sequator, got 
*' into the other hemifphere, where facing to the eaft- 
" ward, their fhadows projected towards the fouth and 
" right-hand. Thus, by their induftry, they may be faid 
" to have opened to us another world hitherto unknown, 
" and for many years attempted by none but the Genoefe, 
*' and by them in vain. Having finilhed this cruife in the 
'* fpace of twenty-fix months, they returned to Portugal, 
" with the lofs of many of their feamen, by the violence 
" of the climate." " * This 

lettres font tiatecs de I486, c'eft a dire fix annces avant l'expedition de Chriftophe Colomb. 
Qiie'ques auteurs contemporains n'ont pas manque de faire mention d'une decouverte auffi 
ctonnante. je trouve entre autrcs dans la chronique de Hartman Schedl le paffage fuivant : 
" Anno Domini 1485, Johannes fecundus Portugallise rex, altiifimi vjr cordis, certas galeas 
" omnibus ad viclum neceflariis inftruxit, eafque ultra columnas Hcrculis ad meridiem mifit. 
" Prxfccit astern his patronos duos Jacobum Canum Portugaiienfem et Martinum Behemum, 
" hominem Germanum ex Nurimberga fuperioris Germanise de Bonna familia natum, hominem 
«' inquam in cognofcendo Ctu terra; peritiflimum, marifque patientilfimum, qui Ptolonuei lon- 
" gitudines et latitudines in occidente ad unguem experimento longajyaque navigatione novit. 
" Hi duo, bono Deorum aufpicio mare menodionaie fulcantcs a littore non longe evagantes 
*' fupcrato circulo sequinocliali in alterum orbem excepti i'unt, ubi ipfis ftantibus orientem 
«' verfus umbra ad meridiem et dexteram projiciebatur. Aperuere igitur fia indijiria alium 
" orbem ba&cnus nobis imoirnil urn , et multis annis a nlillis quam a Jammifibm licit ftujira tentatum ; 
" peraela autem hujui'modi navigaticne viciffimo fcxto menle revarfi funt in Portugalliam, 
" pluribus ob aeris impaticntiam mcrtuis." 

Ccqui 
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This paflage becomes more interefting, from being 
quoted in a book on the ftate of Europe during the reign 
of the emperor Frederick III. by the learned hiftorian 
iEneas Sylvius, afterwards pope Pius II. This hiftorian 
died before the difcoveries of Behem were made, but the 
publifhers of his works, thought the paflage in Hartman 
Schedl fo important, that they inferted it in the hiftory. 
We alfo find the following particulars, in the remarks 
made by Petrus Mataeus, on the canon law, two years be- 
fore the expedition of Columbus: " The firft chriflian 
" voyages to the newly difcovered iflands became fre- 
" quent, under the reign of Henry fon of John king of 
" Lufitania. After his death, Alphonfus the fifth profecut- 
" ed the defign, and John who fucceeded him followed 
" the plan of Alphonfus by the afliftance of Martin Bcehm, 
" a very experienced navigator, fo that, in a fhort time, 
** the name of Lufitania become famous over the whole 
" world." Cellarius, one of the moft learned men of his 
age, fays exprefsly : " Bcehm did not think it enough to 
" furvey the ifland of Fayal, which he firft difcovered, or 
" the other adjacent iflands which the Luiitanians call 
" Azores, and ive after the example of Bwhm's companions ', 
" call Flemi/h i/lands ; but advanced ftill farther and far- 
" ther fouth, until he arrived at the remoteft ftrait, be- 
" yond which, Ferdinand Magellan, following his trac"t, 
" afterwards failed and called it after his own name." 

M m 2 All 

Ce qui rend ce paflage plus intereffant encore, c'eft qu'il eft cite dans I'ouvrage du favant hif- 
torien JEntai Sylvius, depuis pape fous le nom de Pie II. fur 1'etat de TEurope du tems de 
fempereur Frederic III. Cet hiftorien eft mort avant les decouvertcs de Bcnem, mais les 
copiues de I'ouvrage d'-fljneas Sylvius ont trouve le paflage de Hartman Schedl fi intereffant 
qu'ils l'ont infers dans le corps de cette hiftoire. Nous trouvons d'ailleurs dans les notes que 
Petrus Mata-i a faites fur le droit canon, deux ans avant l'expedition de Colomb, les details 
fuivans : " Primas navigationes chriilianas ad novas infulas elucefcere cape-runt fub Henrico 
" Johannis Lufitania; regis filio, &c. illo mortuo Alphonfus V. cxpta profecutus eft ; Al- 
" phonfum Johannes imitatus opera Martini Bobtmi, hominis in curfu navium pcfitiflimi, ut 
" brevi tempore nihil celebrius per totum orbem audiretur ipfo Lufitania nomine." Cel- 
larius, un des plus grands favans de fon fiecle, dit expreflement : " Behaimius non modo 
" F:nralem infulam, quam primus invenit, aut alias circumjecVas quas Azores Lufitani, nos 
" Flandrim <x Bchaimi camititus, nominant, perluftrandas fibi cenfuit, vemm etiam in auftrum 
" magis et magis progreflus ufque ad ultimum fretum, quod Fcrdinandus Magellanus hujus 
" ductum fecutus, pcrtranfiit et de fuo id nomine appellavit." 

Toutes 
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All thefe quotations, which cannot be thought tedious, 
fince they ferve to prove a fact almoft unknown, feem to 
demonftrate, that the firft difcovery of America is due to 
the Portuguese, and not to the Spaniards; and that the 
chief merit belongs to a German aftronomer. The expe- 
dition of Ferdinand Magellan, which did not take place 
before the year 15 19, arofe from the following fortunate 
circumftance. This perfon, being in the apartment of the 
king of Portugal, faw there a chart of the coaft of Ameri- 
ca, drawn by Behem, and at once conceived the bold pro- 
: t e£t of following the fteps of this great navigator. Jerome 
Benzon, who publifhed a defcription of America in 1550, 
fpeaks of this chart, a copy of which, fent by Behem him- 
felf, is preferved in the archives of Nurenbeig. The cele- 
brated aftronomer Riccioli, though an Italian, yet does not 
feem willing to give his countryman the honor of this im- 
portant difcovery. In. his geography reformed, book III. 
page 90, he fays: " Chriftopher Columbus never thought 
" of an expedition to the Weft Indies, until feme time 
41 before, while in the ifland of Madeira, where amufing 
" himielf in forming and delineating geographical charts, 
" he obtained information from Martin Bcehm, or as the 
" Spaniards fay, from Alphonfus Sanchez de Hueiva, a 
" pilot, who by meer chance had fallen in with the ifland 
" afterwards called Dominica." And in another place, 
*' let Boehm and Columbus have each their praife, they 

" were 

Toutes ces citations qui ne fauroient tee trap longues, parcequ'elles fervent a prouver un 
fait prefqu'inconaa, paroiffent demontrer que la premiere decouverte de 1'Amerique eft due 
aux Portugais, et non aux Efpagnols; et- que e'eft un ailronome Ailemand qui etoit a leur 
tits. L' expedition de Ferdinand Magellan, qui n'a eu lieu qu'exi 1.5 1 9, eft due a un heu- 
reux hazard. Ce navigateur f« trouvaut dans 1'apparteniect d« voj de Portugal, y vit une carte 
des cotes de I'Ameriquc tracee par Behem, et cor.cut tfts loss le piojet hard! de fuivfe la 
route de ce grand navigateur. Jerome Benzon, qui a donnee en 1550, une defcription de 
rAmerKjae, fait mention decette carte, doni on a conserve une copie dans les archives de 
Nurenberg, ovi Behem l'avoit envoyee iui-meme ; le celebre aftronome Riccioli, qui etoit lui- 
mJme fallen, ne paroit pascependant vouloir attrihusr a foBacprapatriote cette importante de- 
couverte; il dit dans fa geographic reformee, livrc 3. p. 90. " ChrHlophorus Columbus, cum 
" prrus in Madera infula, ubi conficiendis et rielineandis chartis geographicis vacabat,. indicia ha- 
" hito a Moriina Babcmo, au* ut Hifpani diBitant ah Alphonfo Sanchez de Hueiva, nauclero- 
" qui forte inciderat minniiam, po&ca Dominkam ditSam, cogitavit de navigations in Xnctiam 
" occidentaiem." Et dans un>a,atre endtoit, " Sit fua Jans Bohemo, fit iua laus Cchmibo, 

" ambc 
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** were both excellent navigators; but Columbus would 
" never have thought of his expedition to America, had 
" not Bcehm gone there before him. His name is not fo 
" much celebrated as that of Columbus, Americus or Ma- 
" gellan, although he is fuperior to them all." 

But the mod pofitive proof of the great fervices ren- 
dered to the crown of Portugal by Behem, is the recom- 
pencebeftowed onhim by king John, who in 1485 knight- 
ed him in the moft folemn manner, in the prefence of all 
his court. I have before me a German paper extracted 
from the archives of Nurenberg to the following pur- 
pofe. " In the year 1485, on the 18th of February, in 
" Portugal, in the city of Allafavas, and in the church of 
" St. Salvador, after the mafs, Martin Behem of Nurenberg, 
" was made a knight by the hands of the moft puiffant 
" lord, John the fecond king of Portugal, Algarve, Afri- 
" ca and Guinea; and his chief fquire was the king him- 
" felf, who put the fword in his belt; and the duke of Begia 
" was his fecond fquire, who put on his right fpur; and 
" his third fquire was count Chriftopher de Mela, the 
" king's coufin, who put on his left fpur; and his fourth 
" fquire was count Martini Marbarinis who put on his 
" iron helmet; and the king himfelf gave him the blow 
" on the fhoulder, which was done in the prefence of all 
" the princes, lords and knights of the kingdom : and he 

" efpoufed 

" amho fucrunt rnagiii navarchi, fed nunquam de fua in Americam expeditions cogitaffet 
" Columbus r.if: Bohemum halmiffet praedeceiforem. Htijus nqir.cn non tantopere celebra- 
" tur quanto Columhi, Americi et Mageilani, quamris his tribus fit prarferenchis-*' 

Mais cc qui prouve p!ur. que ti-uie autre chofe ks grands ferviccs rendus par Behem a la 
couronnc de Portugal, e'eft la reconnoinancc do roi Jean, qui en 1485, le fit lui-m£me che- 
valier, de la manicre la pins folemnelle, et en prefence de toutc fa cour. J'ai foils mes ycux 
lin document AUcmand, tire des archives de Nurenherg, de latenur fuivar.te : " En 1485, 
" Jc 18 Fevrier, en Portugal dans la ville d' Allafavas, et dans 1'eglife de Santo Salvador, 
" apres la mefie, a etc fait chevalier Martino Behem, de Nurenberg, par la main du tres 
« pui.Tant feigneur roi Jean fecond de Portugal, roi d' Algarve, roi^ d'Afrique et roi de 
" Gninee ; et fon premier ecuyer ctoit le roi ltii-menre, qui mit fon epee a fon eeinturon ; et 
" le due de Begia etoit fon fecond ecuyer qui lui mit fon eperon droit ; et fon troifiemc 
" ecuyer etoit le comte Chriftophe de Mela coufin du roi, qui lui mit fon eperon gauche ; et 
" fon quaffieme ecuyer etoit le comte Martini Marbarinis, qui lui mit fon cafque de fer; et 
" le roi lui donna lui-mSme en coup fur l'epaulc; ce qui le paffa en prefence de tousles princes 
" at de tous les feigncars ct chevaliers da royaume ; et il a efponfe la fille d'an grand feigneur 

" en 
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*' efpoufed the daughter of a great lord, in confideration, 
" of the important fervices he had performed, and he was 
" made governor of the ifland of Fayal." Thefe marks 
of diftinction conferred on a ftranger, could not be meant 
as a recompence for the difcovery of the Azores, which was 
made 20 years before; but as a reward for the difcovery of 
Congo, from whence the chevalier Behem had brought gold 
and different kinds of precious wares. This difcovery made 
much greater impreffion than that of a weftern world, made 
at the fame time, but it neither increafed the wealth of the 
royal treafury, nor fatisfied the avarice of the merchants. 

In 1492 the chevalier Behem, crowned with honors 
and riches, undertook a journey to Nurenberg, to vifit his 
native country and his family. He there made a ter- 
reftrial globe, which is looked on as a mafter-piece for 
that time, and which is ftill preferved in the library of 
that city. The tract of his difcoveries may there be feen 
under the name of weftern lands, and from their fituation 
it cannot be doubted, that they are the prefent coafts of 
Brazil and the environs of the (traits of Magellan. This 
globe was made in the fame year that Columbus fat out 
on his expedition, from whence it is not poffible that 
Behem could have profited by the works of this naviga- 
tor, who befides, went a much more northerly courfe. 

After having performed feveral other interefdng voy- 
ages, the chevelier Behem died at Lifbon in July 1506, 

regretted 

" en confideration des fervices qu'il a rendus, et 11 a (te fait gouverneur de rifle de Fayal." 
Cette grande diftin&ion accordee a un etranger, ne pouvoit £tre la recompenfe de la decouverte 
des Ac ores, qui avoit eu lieu plus de »o ans auparavant ; mais elle etoit le pris de la decouverte 
du Congo, d* ou le chevalier Behem avoit apporte de Tor et plufieurs marchandifes precieufes. 
Cette decouverte fit beaucoup plus d'injpreiTion que cclle d'une terre occidentale faite dans le 
meme terns, mais qui n'offroit aucun benefice au trefor royal ni a la cupidite des marchands. 

En 1494, le chevalier Behem, comble d'honneur et de richeffes, entreprit un voyage a Nu- 
renberg, pour rcvoir fa patrie et fa familie. Ii y compofa un globe terreftre, qui eft regardc 
comme un chef d'eeuvre de fon tems, et qui eft encore conferve dans la bibiliotheque de cette 
ville. On y voit la trace de fes decouvertes fous le nom de terres occidentales, et par leur fi- 
tuation on ne pcut difconvenir qu'elles ne ibient les cotes a&uclles du Brefil et les environs du 
ddtroit de Magellan. Ce globe eft fait dans la m#me annee oil Colomb a commence fon 
expedition ; il eft done impoffible que Behem ait profite du travail de ce navigateur, qui d'ail- 
leurs a dirige fa courfe beaucoup plus au nord. 

Apres avoir achevc plufieurs autres voyages intereffans, le chevalier Behem mourut a I-if- 

bonne 
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regretted by every body, but leaving behind him no other 
work than the globe which we have juft been fpeaking of. 
It is made from the writings of Ptolemy, Pliny, Strabo, 
and efpecially from the account of Mark Paul the Vene- 
tian, a celebrated traveller of the Xlllth century, and of 
John Mandeville, an Englifhman, who, about the middle 
of the XlVth century, publifhed an account of a journey 
of 33 years in Africa and Afia. He has alfo added the 
important difcoveries made by himfelf on the coafts of 
Africa and America. 

From thefe circumftantial accounts, little known to mo- 
dern writers, we muft conclude that Martin Behenira, of 
whom Garcilaflb makes mention, is the fame chevalier 
Behem, upon being the place of whofe birth Nurenberg 
prides itfelf fo much. It is probable, that as foon as he 
was knighted in Portugal, he thought it neceflary to give 
a Portuguefe termination to his name, to make it more 
fonorous and more conformable to the idiom of the country. 
GarcilaiTo, deceived by this refemblance of found, has made 
him a Spaniard, in order to deprive Chriftopher Colum- 
bus of the honor of having procured to his country fo great 
an advantage. And what ought to confirm us in this 
opinion is, that we neither find in Mariana nor any other 
Spanifti hiftorian, the name of this Martin Behemira, who 
was certainly a man of too much importance not to have 
had a diftinguiihed place in hiftory. Befides, the Spanifh 

pride 

bonne en Tuillet 1506, generalement regrette, mais ne laiflant a la pofterite d'autre ouvrage 
que le globe dont nous venons de parler. U eft fait d'apres les ecrits de Ptolomee, de Piine, 
de Strabon, et furtout d'apres les relations du Venitien Marc Paul, voyageurcelebre du XIII 
fierle, et de Jean Mandeville, Anglois, qui au milieu du XlVfiecle a publie les details d'un 
voyage de 33 annees en Afrique et en Afie ; il y a ajoute, les grandes decouvertes qu'il a 
faites lui-me'me fus les cotes d' Afrique et d'Amerique. 

D'apres ces details peu connus des ecrivains modernes, nous devons conclure que Martin 
Bchenim, dont Garcilaflb fait mention, eft ce meme chevalier Behem que la ville de Nurenberg 
fe glurifie d'avoir vu naitre dans fes murailles. II eft vraifemblablc qu'au moment ou il fut 
cree chevalier en Portugal, il a cru devoir donner une terminaifon Portugaife a fon nom, 
pour le rendre plus fonore et plus conforme a l'idioine du pays. Garcilaflb trompe par cette 
refemblance de fon, en a fait tin Efpagnol pour enlever a Chriftophe Colomb la gloire d'avoir 
procure a fa metropole un auffi grande acquifition. . Ce qui doit nous confirmer dans cette 
opinion, e'eft que nous ne trouvons ni. dans Mariana ni dans aucun autre hiftorien Efpagnol 
le nom de ce Martin -Btktmira qui auroit du etre un homme trop important pour ne pas oc- 

cuper 
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pride would have been flattered in giving to a native thofe 
laurels with which it crowned Chriftopher Columbus. 

It is then very unlikely, that this navigator was treated 
as an enthufiaft, when he offered to the court of Portugal 
to make difcoveries'in the weft. The fearch after unknown 
countries was at that time the reigning paflion of this court; 
and even if the chevalier Behem had not offered the interest- 
ing ideas which he had procured, the novelty of the pro- 
ject had undoubtedly engaged king John to give into the 
views of Columbus; but it appears that this prince declin- 
ed it, becaufe all his thoughts were turned at that time to 
the coaft of Africa, and the new paffage to the Indies, 
from whence he promifed himfelf great riches ; whilft the 
fouthern coaft of Brazil and the territories of the Patago- 
nians, feen by Behem, offered to him only barren lands, 
inhabited by unconquerable favages. The refufal of John 
II. very far from weakening the teftimony of Behem's dif- 
coveries, is then rather a proof of the knowledge, which 
this politic prince had already procured, of the exiftenee 
of a new continent; and it was only in 1501, that is to 
fay three years after the voyage of Vafco de Gama to the 
Indies, that Emanuel thought proper to take advantage of 
the difcoveries of Behem, by fending Albarez Cabral to 
Brazil ; a meafure which was perhaps rather owing to the 
jealoufy which has always exifted between Portugal and 

Spain, 

cuper une place diftinguee dans lliiftoire. La fierte Efpagnole auroit d'ailleurs ete flattee 
d'accorder a un national les lauriers dent elle a couronne Chriftophe Colomb. 

II eft done peu yraifcmblable que ce navigateur ait ete traite comme un extravagant quand 
il offrit a la cour de Portugal de faire des decouvertes dans l'oueft. La recherche des pays 
inconnus ctoit alors la paflion dominante de cette cour, et quand mime le chevalier Behem 
n'auroit pas donne les notions importantcs qu'il s'etoit procurees, la nouveautc du projet cut 
indubitablement engage le roi Jean a fe preter aux vues de Colomb ; mais il paroit que ce 
prince s'y ell refufe, puifque toutts fes vues portoient alors fur la cote d'Afrique et le nouveau 
paffage dans l'lnde, d'ou il fe promettoit de tirer de grandes richefies, tandifque les cotes 
meridionalcs du Brefd et la terre des Patagons, vues par Behem, tie lui offroicnt »jue des 
terrcs fteriles, habitees par des fauvages indomptables. Le refus de Jean II. bien loin d'af- 
foiblir l'evidence des decouvertes de Behem, eft done plutot une preuve des connoiftanccs 
que ce prince habile s'etoit deja procurees fur l'exiftenced'un nouveau continent; et ce n'eil 
qu'en 1501, e'eft a dire trois ans apres 1'expedition de Vafco de Gaina dans l'lnde, qu'Ema- 
iiuel jugea a propos de tirer parti des decouvertes de Behem, en envoyant au Brefil Albarez 
Cabiil ; mefure qui ttoit peut etre plut6t une fuite de cette jaloufic qui a toujour! exiile entre 

le 
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Spain, than to a defire of making advantageous eftablifh- 
ments, for which the Indies were much more proper than 
this part of America. 

If any doubts yet remain refpecling the important dif- 
covery made by the chevalier Behem, it is particularly 
the authority of Dr. Robertfon, which attacks the tefti- 
mony of the different authors we have tranfcribed. This 
learned writer treats the hiftory of Behem as a fiction of 
fome German authors, who had an inclination to attri- 
bute to one of their countrymen, a difcovery, which has 
produced fo great a revolution in the commerce of Europe. 
But he acknowledges neverthelefs, with Herrera, that Be- 
hem had fettled at the ifland of Fayal, that he was the 
intimate friend of Chriftopher Columbus, and that Ma- 
gellan had a globe made by Behem, by the help of which 
he undertook his voyage to the South fea ; a circumftance 
which proves much in favor of our hypothefis. He re- 
lates alfo, that in 1492, this aftronomer paid a vifit to his 
family at Nurenberg, and left there a map drawn by him- 
felf, which Dr. Forfter procured him a copy of, and 
which, in his opinion, partakes of the imperfection of the 
cofmographical knowledge of the fifteenth century ; that 
he found in it, indeed, under the name of the ifland of St. 
Brandon, land which appears to be the prefent coaft of 
Guiana, and lies in the latitude of cape Verd, but that 
there is reafon to believe, that this fabulous ifland, which 

N n is 




hem, c'eft furtout Pautorite du Dr. Robertfon, qui doit porter atteinte aux temoignages des 
diSercns auteurs que nous avons tranfcrits. Ce favant ecrivain traite l'hiftoire de Behem 
comme une fiction de quelques auteurs Allemans, qui defiroient d'attribuer a un de leurs com- 
patriotes une decouverte qui a produit une fi grande revolution dans le commerce de l'Europe. 
Mais il avoue cependant, d'apres Herera, que Behem etoit etabli a l'ifle de Fayal, qu'il etoit 
I' ami intime de Chrijlofbe Cohmk, et que Magellan avoit eu un globe compofe par Behem, d'apres 
lequel il avoit entrepris fon expedition dans la mer du Sud ; circonftance qui prouve beaucoup 
en faveur de notre hypothefe. Il rapporte de plus qu'en 1492, cet aftronome a ete voir fa 
famille a Nur 
lui a procure t 

fences cofmogn, ... L . , , 

Brandon, une terre qui par'oit etre la cote aftuelle de la Guyane, ct qui eft placee dans la la- 
titude 
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is found in many ancient maps, merits no more attention 
than the childiih legend of St. Brandon himfelf. Although 
Dr. Robertfon does not appear difpofed to grant to Behem 
the honor of having difcovered the new continent, we find 
the means of refuting him in his own hiftory. He allows 
that Behem was very intimate with Chriftopher Columbus, 
that he was the greateft geographer of his time, and fcho- 
lar of the celebrated John Muller or Regiomontanus ; that 
he had difcovered, in 1483, the kingdom of Congo upon 
the coaft of Africa ; that he made a globe, which Magel- 
lan made ufe of; that he drew a map at Nurenberg con- 
taining the particulars of his difcoveries, and that he 
placed in this chart land which is found to be in the lati- 
tude of Guiana. Dr. Robertfon aflerts, without any proof, 
that this land was but a fabulous ifland; we may fuppofe, 
upon the fame foundation, that the chevalier Behem, en- 
gaged in, an expedition to the kingdom of Congo, was 
driven by the winds to Fernambouc, and from thence, by 
the currents, very common in thofe latitudes, towards the 
coaft of Guiana ; and that he took for an ifland the firft 
land which he difcovered. The courfe which Chriftopher 
Columbus afterwards fleered, makes this fuppofition ftill 
more probable ; for if he knew only of the coaft of Brazil, 
which they believe to have been difcovered by Behem, he 
would have laid. his courfe rather to the fouth- weft. The 

expedition 

ti'tude du cap Verd 5 mais qu'il y a lieu de croire, que cette ifle fabuleufe, qui fe trouve fur plu- 
fieurs anciennes cartes, ne merite pas plus d'attention que la legende puerile de St. Brandon 
lui-mSme. Quoique le Dr. Robertfon lie paroifle pas difpofe d'accorder a Behem la gloire 
d'avoir decouvert le nouveau continent, nous trouvons dans fon hiftoire me'me des armes pour 
le combattre. II convient que Behem etoit treslie avec Chriftophe Colomb, qu'il etoit le 
plus grand geographe de fon terns, et difciple du celebre Jean Muller ou Regiomontanus-; 
qu'il a decouvert en 1483, Is rcyaume de Congo, fur la cote d'Afrique; qu'il a compofe un 
globe dont s'eft fervi Magellan ; qu'il a deffine a Nurenberg, une carte contenatft des details 
fur fes decouvertes, et qu'il a marque fur cette carte une terre qui fe trouve dans la latitude 
de la Guyane actuelle. Le docleur Robertfon admet fans aucune preuve, que cette terre 
n 'etoit qu'une ifle fabuleufe ; nous pouvons fuppofer avec autant de fondement, que le cheva- 
lier Behem faifant fon expedition dans le royaume de Congo, ait etc poufie par les vents vera 
Fernamuouc, et de la par des courans tres communs dans ces parages vers les cotes de la 
Guyane, et qu'il ait pris pour une ifle la premiere terre qui s'eft offerte a fes yeux. La route 
qu'a pris dans la fuite Chriftophe Colomb rend cette fuppofition encore plus vraifemblablc, 
car s'il n'avoit eu connoifiUnce que des cotes du Brefil, que Ton croit avoir e'te reconnues par 
Beliem, il auroit dirige fa navigation phu6t vers le fud-oueft. L'expedition ao Congo a. eu 

lieu 
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expedition to Congo took place in 1483 ; it is then pof- 
fible, that, at his return, Bchem propofed a voyage to the 
coafts of Brazil and Patagonia, and that he requefted the 
afliftance of his fovereign, which we have mentioned 
above. It is certain, that we cannot have too much de- 
ference for the opinion of fo eminent a writer as Robert- 
ion, but this learned man not having it in his power to 
confult the German pieces in the original, which we have 
quoted, we may be allowed to form a different opinion 
without being too prefumptuous. 

But fhould it be afked, why we take from Chriftopher 
Columbus the reputation which all Europe has to this day 
allowed him? Why we are fearching in the archives of 
an imperial city, for the caufes of an event which took 
place in the moft weftern extremity of Europe ? Why the 
enemies of Chriftopher Columbus, who were numerous, 
did not take advantage of the pretended chevr. Behem, 
to leffen his confequence at the Spanifh court ? Why Por- 
tugal, jealous of the difcovery of the new world, had not 
protefted againft the affertions of trie Spaniards? Why 
Behem, who died only in 1506, had not left to pofterity 
any writing to confirm to himfelf fo important a difco- 
very ? 

To anfwer all thefe queftions, I fhall fubmit to the im- 
partial reader, the following remarks; 

N n 2 1. Before 

lieu en 1483, il eft done poflible qu'a fon retour Behem ait projette une expedition vers Ies 
cotes du Brefil et des Patagons, et qu'il ait demande a fon fouverain les fecours dont nous 
avous parle plus haut. II eft fur qu'on ne fauroit avoir trop de deference pour l'opinion d'un 
ecrivain tel que Robertfon, mais ce favant n'ayant pu avoir connoiffance des pieces Alle- 
mandes originales que nous avous citees, nous pouvons avoir un avis different clu Cen fans 
nous rendre coupabfe de prefomption. 

Mais, dira-ton, pourquoi enlever a Chriftophe Colomb une gloire que toute l'Europe lui a 
accordee jufqu'ici ? Pourquoi chercher dans les archives d'une ville imperiale les caufes d'un 
evenement qui a eu lieu a l'extremite la plus occidentale de l'Europe i Pourquoi les ennemis 
de Chriftophe Colomb, qui etoient en grand nombre, n'ont 'ils pas tire parti des pretendues 
decouvertes du Chevalier Behem pour diminuer fon importance a la cour d'Efpagne ? Pour- 
quoi le Portugal, jaloux de la decouverte du nouveau monde, n'at'il pas protefte contre les 
affertions des Efpagnols ? Pourquoi Behem qui n'eft mort qu'en I J06, n'at'il pas laifle lui 
meme a la pofterite un ecrit pour s'attribuer une decouverte audi importante ? 

Pour repondre a toutes ces queftions je foumettrai au le&'jur impartial les remarqucs 
fuivantes : 

I. Avant 
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i. Before Columbus, the great merit of a navigator 
confifted rather in conceiving the poffibility of the exift- 
ence of a new continent, than in fearching for lands in a 
region where he was fure to find them. If it is then cer- 
tain that Behem had conceived this bold idea before Co- 
lumbus, the fame of the latter muft be confiderably di- 
minifhed. 

2. The hiftorical proofs, which we have given above, 
leaving us no doubt of the fa£t, we have only to explain 
the moral caufes of the filence of the Spanifh and Portu- 
guefe authors, of the enemies of Columbus, and of Behem 
himfelf. 

3. It is well known, that previous to the reign of 
Charles V. there was little communication between the 
learned men of different nations. Writers were fcarce, 
excepting fome monks who have related, well or ill, 
the events which came to their knowledge, in chronicles 
which are no longer read; or they had but little idea of 
what paiTed in foreign countries. Gazettes and journals 
were unknown, and the learned obliged to travel to in- 
form themfelves of the progrefs of their neighbours. Ita- 
ly was the center of the arts and what are called fcience 
at that time. The frequent journies of the German em- 
perors to Rome gave them an opportunity of knowing 
perfons of merit, and of placing them in the different uni- 
verfities of the empire. It is to this circumftance that we 

ought 

I. Avant Colomb le grand meiite d'un navigateur conuftoit plutot a concevoir la poflibilite 
de l'exiftence d'un nouvcau continent, qu'a chercher des terres dans une region ou if etoit fur 
d'en trouver. S'il eft done certain que Behem a eu cette idee hardie avant Colomb, la gloire 
de ce dernier en eft fingulierement diminuee. 

a. Toutes les prcuves hiftoriques que nous avous donnes ci defliis ne nous laiffant aucun 
doute fur le fait, il s'agit feulement d'expliquer les caufes morales du filence des auteuit 
Efpagnols et Portugais, des ennemis de Colomb, et de Behem lui-m£me. 

3. On fait qu'avant Charles quint il y avoit tres peu de communication entre les favans 
des differentes nations. Les ecrivains etoient fort rares, a l'exception de quelques moines qui 
ont rapporte bien ou mal les evenemens qui etoient a leur portee dans des chroniques qu'on 
ne lit plus, ou n'avoit que peu de notiens fur ce qui fe paflbit en pays erranger ; les gazettes, 
les journaux etoint inconnus, et-les favans etoient obliges de voyager pour voir de leurs pro- 
pres yeux les progres de leurs voifins. L'ltalie ^toit le centre des arts et de ce qu'on appelloit 
fcience dans ce tems-la. Les frequens voyages des empereurs d'Allemagne a Rome leur don- 
na la fucilite de conncitre des gens de merite, et de les placer dans les differentes univerfites 

de 
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ought to attribute the great progrefs which the Germans 
made, particularly in mathematics, from the fourteenth to 
the fixteenth century; during which time they had the 
bed geographers, the beft hiftorians, and the moft en- 
lightened politicians. They were particularly attentive to 
what patted in Europe, and the multiplied connections of 
different princes with foreign powers, afiifted them great- 
ly in collecting in their archives the original pieces of the 
moft important events of Europe. It is to this fpirit of 
criticifm and enquiry, that we are indebted for the refor- 
mation of Luther, and we cannot deny, that particularly 
in the fifteenth century, there was more hiftorical and 
political knowledge in Germany than in all the reft of 
Europe, Italy excepted. It is not then aftonifliing, that 
we fliould find, in the archives of one of the moft ancient 
imperial cities, the particulars of an expedition, planned 
upon the banks of the Tagus by a German, a man of 
great repute in his own country, and whole every a&ion 
became very interefting. 

4. It was different in Portugal, where the whole nati- 
on, except the king, was plunged in the moft profound 
ignorance. Every body was either fhopkeeper, failor or 
foldier; and if this nation has made the moft important 
difcoveries, we. muft afcribe them rather to avarice than to 
a defire of knowledge. They were fatisfied with fcrap- 

ing 

de l'empire. C'eft a cette circonftance que Ton doit attribuer les grands progres que les AI- 
lemans ont fait6 furtout dans les mathematiques, depuis le XIV. jufqu'au XVI. fiecle ; ils 
avoient les meilleurs geographies, les meilleurs hifloriens et les politiques les plus telaires. 
Ils etoient attentifs fur tout ce qui fe paffoit en Europe, et les liaifons multipliees des diffe- 
rens princes avec les puiflances etrangeres, leur donnoient une grande facilite de raffembler, 
dans leurs archives, les pieces originales des evenemens les plus impoitans de l'Europe. C'eft 
a cet efprit de critique et de recherche qu'eft due en grande partie la reformation de Luther, 
et on ne peut fe diflimuler, que, furtout dans le XV. fiecle, il n'y ait eu plus de connoiffances 
hiftoriques et politiques en Allemagne que dans tout le refte de l'Europe, a l'exception de 
l'ltalie. 11 n'eft done pas etennant que nous trouvions dans les archives d'une des plus anci- 
ennes villes imperiales des details fur une expedition, projette fur les bords du Tage par un 
Allemand, par un homme tres confidere dans fon pays, et dont par confequent toutes les de- 
marches devenoient intereffantes. 

4. II n'en etoit pas de mftue du Portugal, ou toute la nation a Pexception du fouverain, 
etoit plcngee dans la plus profonde ignorance. Tout le monde y etoit ou marchand, ou ma- 
telot, ou foldat ; et C ce peuple a fait les decouvertes les plus importantes, il faut en chercher le 
motif dans fa cupidite, et non dans fon defir de s'inftruire. II fe contenta d'amaifer de l'or 

dans 
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ing together gold in every quarter of the known world, 
whilft the German and the Italian took up the pen, to 
tranfmit to pofterity the remembrance of their riches and 
cruelties. The Spaniards were not much more informed 
before Charles V. introduced at Madrid the learned men 
of Flanders and Germany. It is then very poflible, that 
the chevr. Behem made very interefting difcoveries in 
geography, in 1485, without the public's being acquaint- 
ed with them. If he had brought back from his expedi- 
tion, gold or diamonds, the noife would have been fpread 
in a few weeks; but fimple geographical knowledge was 
not of a nature to intereft men of this turn of mind. 

5. The long ftay which Chriftopher Columbus made 
at Madeira, makes his interview with Behem more than 
probable. It is impoffible that he mould have neglected 
feeing a man fo interefting, and who could give him every 
kind of information, for the execution of the plan which 
he had formed. The mariners who accompanied the 
chevr. Behem, might alfo have fpread reports at Madeira 
and the Azores, concerning the difcovery which they had 
been witnefies of. What ought to confirm us in this, is, 
that Mariana fays himfelf (book 26. chap. III.) that a cer- 
tain veflel going to Africa, was thrown by a gale of wind 
upon certain unknown lands, and that the failors at their 
return to Madeira had communicated to Chriftopher Co- 
lumbus 

dans toutes les parties du monde connu, tandifque l'Allemand et l'ltalien tennient la plume 
pour tranfmettre a la pofterite le fouvenir de fes richefles et de fes cruautes. Les Efpagnols 
n'etoient par beaucoup plus inftruits, avant que Charlesquint eut amene a Madrid des favans 
de Flandres et d'Allemagne. II eft done tres poflible que le chevalier Behem ait fait en 
1485, des decouvertes tres intereffantes pour la geographie, fans que le public en ait ete in- 
firuit. S'il eut rapporte de fon expedition de Tor ou des diamans, le bruit s'en feroit repandu 
en peu de femaines, mais de fimples notions geographiques n'etoient pas de nature a intcref- 
fer des hommes de cette trempe. 

j. Le long feiour qu'a fait Chriftophe Colomb a Madere, rend fon entrevue avec Behem 
plus que vraifemblable. II eft impofuble qu'il ait neglige' de voir un homme audi intereffant, 
et qui pouvoit lui donner toutes fortes de confeils fur r execution du plan qu'il avoit forme. 
Les marins qui ont accompagne" le chevalier Behem pouvoient tl'ailleurs repandre a Madere, 
et aux Acores, des bruits concernant les decouvertes dont ils avoient ete temoins. Ce qui 
doit nous confirmer dans cette opinion, e'eft que Mariara dit hii-metae (livre 26. chap. 3.) 
qu'un certain batiment allant en Afrique, avoit ete jette par un coup de vent fur de certaines 
teries inconnues ; et que les matelots apres leur retour a Madere, avoient communique a 

Chriftophe 
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lumbus the circumftances of their voyage. All authors agree 
that this learned man had fome information refpe&ing 
the weftern fhores, but they fpeak in a very vague man- 
ner. The expedition of the chevr. Behem explains this 
myftery. 

6. This aftronomer could not be jealous of the difco- 
veries of Columbus, bccaufe the laft had been farther 
north, and that in a time when they did not know the 
whole extent of the new world, and when geographical 
knowledge was extremely bounded, it might be believed, 
that the country difcovered by Columbus* had no connec- 
tion with that difcovered by Behem. 

It appears however, certain, that Behem difcovered this 
continent before Columbus, and that this queftion, which 
is only curious in Europe, becomes interefting to the 
American patriot. The Grecians have carefully preferv- 
ed the fabulous hiftory of their firft founders, and have 
raifed altars to them; why are not Behem, Chriftopher 
Columbus and Vefpucius, deferving of ftatues, in the 
public fquares of American cities ? Thefe precious monu- 
ments would tranfmit to pofterity the gratitude which 
the names of thefe benefactors of mankind fhould infpire. 
Without knowing it, they have laid the foundation of the 
happinefs of many millions of inhabitants ; and Sefoftris, 
Phul, Cyrus, Thefeus and Romulus, the founders of the 

greatest 

Chriftophe Colomb les circonftances de leur navigation. Tous Ies auteurs s'accordent en 
general, que ce favant avoit eu quelques renfeigncmens fur des terres occidentales, mais ils 
ne nous en parlent que d'uue maniere tres vague. L'expedition du chevalier Behem nous 
explique ce myltere. 

6. Cet airronome ne pouvoit £tre jaloux des decouvertes de Colomb, puifque celui-ci a 
etc beaucoup plus nord ; et que dans un terns ou Ton ne connoiffoit par toute l'etendue du 
nouveau monde, et ou les connoiffances geographiques etoient extrfmement bornees, ou pou- 
voit croire que le pays trouve par Colomb n'avoit aucun rapport avec celui de Behem. 

Quoiqu'il en foit, il paroit certain que Behem a decouvcrt ce continent avant Colomb, et 
que cette queftion qui n'eft que de pure curiofitc en Europe, devient intereffante pour lc pa- 
triote Americain. Les Grecs ont conferve foigneufement Thiftoire fabuleufe de leurs pre- 
mieres fondateurs, ils leur ont eleve des autels; pourquoi Behem, Chriftophe Colomb et 
Vefpuce ne meritcroient'-ils pas des ftatues fur les places publiques des villes Americaines ? 
Ces monumens precieux tranfmettroient a la pofterite la reconnoiffance que doivent infpirer 
les noms de ces bieufaiteurs ilu genre humain. Sans le favoir ils ont jette les fondemens du 
bonheur de plufieurs millions dhabitans; et Sefoftris, Phul, Cyrus, Thefee, Romulus, les 

fondateurs 
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greateft empires, will be forgotten, before the fervices ren- 
dered by theie illuftrious navigators can be effaced from 
the memory of man. 

fondateurs des plus grands empires, feront oublies, avant que les fervices rendus par ces na- 
vigateurs illuftres, puiflent s'effacer de la memoire des hommes. 



N° XXXVI. 

The antifeptic Virtues of Vegetable Acid and Marine Salt 
combined^, in various Diforders accompanied ivith Pu- 
tridity ; communicated in a Letter to John Morgan, 
M. D. F. R. S. and ProfeJJbr of the Theory and Praclice 
of Phyfic at Philadelphia* by William Wright, M. 
D. ofTrelaivney in Jamaica. 

HAVING experienced the virtues of vegetable acid 
and marine fait, when combined ; I beg leave to 
lay before you a few obfervations on the ufe of this fimple 
medicine in feveral difeafes. It is my fincere wifh, that 
it may prove as beneficial to mankind in general, as it has 
been to many of my patients in this part of the country. 

Take of lime-juice or lemon-juice three ounces, of ma- 
rine fait as much as the acid will diflblve ; of any fimple 
diftilled cordial water one pint ; and of loaf fugar a fuf- 
ficient quantity to fweeten it. The dofe of this mixture 
muft be proportioned to the age, fex, and violence of the 
difeafe. A wine glafs-ful may be given to adults every 
two, four or fix hours. 

By Geoffroy's table it appears, that the foffil alkali has 
a greater affinity with the marine, than with the vegeta- 
ble acid. However, marine fait diffolves readily in the 
lime-juice, throws up a white fcum to the furface, and on 
applying the ear near the vefTel where the experiment is 
made, a fmall hiffing may be heard, fimilar to that when 

acids 



